* oo * Governor's Commission on Disabilities
) ¢ ) ¢ Legislation Committee Agenda

" S Monday August 20, 2012
‘ 6 ”7 John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court,
* * Cranston, Rl 02920-3049
W (voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via Rl Relay 711
* A * (e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov
(website) www.disabilities.ri.gov

Attendees: Linda Ward (Chair.); Sharon Brinkworth, Rosemary C. Carmody, Regina
Connor, Joseph Cirillo, Julie DeRosa, Arthur M. Plitt, Meredith Sheehan, & Angelina
Stabile

Absent: Bill Inlow (Vice Chair.); Heather Daglieri, Linda Deschenes, Sarah Everhart
Skeels, Timothy Flynn, Elaina Goldstein, Roger Harris, Kathleen Heren, Kate
McCarthy-Barnett, Paula Parker, Msgr. Gerard O. Sabourin, Dawn Wardyga

Guests: | Anthony Robinson, House Policy Office

Staff: Bob Cooper, Executive Secretary

e 3:00 Call to Order and Acceptance of the Minutes, Linda Ward, Chair

Chair calls the meeting to order at 3:10 PM_
aecgapnc | INtroductions of Commissioners and guests

IZI MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented
AP/JC passed unanimously

voting check off
graphic

Action Items:

3:05 Legislative Plan, Bob Cooper, Executive Secretary

mengrapiic | Pyrpose/Goal: To decide approve the current year plan as presented or revise as
necessary; develop a plan for FY 2013-2014

Discussion: The 2012 - 2013 Operational Plan contained the following, which the
Committee can retain, revise, or replace for the FY 2013 & 2014 Ops Plan.

The Commission has five (5) performance management “programs”, described herein as
“subprograms”:

1) Advocacy on Behalf of People with Disabilities and their Families

Arousing community interest in the concerns of people with disabilities, to foster the
adoption of policies that will make sure every person with disabilities:

0 Is able to work;

0 Isable to live in her/his own (with least amount of help); and

0 Isinvolved in her/his neighborhood.

1) Name of program/initiative

Advocacy on Behalf of People with Disabilities and their Families

2) What is the intended purpose of the program?

0 To arouse community interest in the concerns of people with disabilities. To get
adopted policies that will make sure every person with disabilities: Is able to work; is
able to live in her/his own (with least amount of help); and is involved in her/his
neighborhood.

0 The Commission’s second duty is to advocate. This is accomplished by speaking out
and speaking up on the concerns of people with disabilities and their families. The
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This is your electronic confirmation for the electronic filing of meeting minutes for the Disabilities -
Legislation Committee, Governor's Commission on. The meeting minutes filed are in for the meeting held
on: August 20, 2012 15:00:00.
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Sincerely,

The Open Meetings Team at

Office of Secretary of State A. Ralph Mollis
State House Room 38

Providence, Rl 02903

(401) 222-2357

(401) 222-1404

TTY: 711
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Commission educates policy makers on the effect of bills and rules on people with
disabilities and their families.

0 Every year the Commission’s Legislation Committee reviews all bills into the General
Assembly. The Legislation Committee has representatives of all the state health and
human service departments, the Secretariat, consumer organizations, service providers,
individuals with disabilities and parents. It determines the bills effect on people with
disabilities and their families. The Commission issues impact statements on a wide
range of legislation.

3) How does this relate to the department’s overall mission?

The Commission is the only state agency whose mission (duty) is to advocate (speak
up) for all people with disabilities and their families, for their inclusion in all
services & opportunities and for all ages; pre-natal care to hospice care:

0 For their right to employment, education, and job training.

0 For their right to affordable health care and social services.

0 For their right to affordable housing, food and transportation.

0 For their right to be involved in their neighborhood, to vote, to be part of the
community.

4) Is there specific authorization for the program? If required under federal and
state law or regulation, please provide the specific citation or authorizing statute.
0 RIGL 42-51-6. Governor's Commission on Disabilities - Duties.ss

0 RIGL 42-66.3-8. Home and Community Care Services to the Elderly - Home and
community care advisory committee.so

5) Is the program’s duration limited to a specific time period (e.g., authorization
sunset, expiration of federal grant, etc.)

No

6) Who is the primary customer (user/recipient/beneficiary) of the program?
User/Recipients:

0 The General Assembly: The Commission reviews many bills each year. The
Legislation Committee reviewed 363 bills, in 2009.

Last year it only reviewed 177. On average, an impact statement is sent on one-quarter to
one-third of the bills. These statements are sent to the bills’ sponsors and appropriate
committees, and the Governor’s Office. The statements include amendments (changes) to
deal with any harm or to increase the benefits of the bill to people with disabilities. The
Legislation Committee and staff drafts bills at the request of members of the General
Assembly. They also work with interested parties to resolve any differences. Members
of the

Commission and/or staff testify when requested.

0 The Governor’s Office: The Commission provides the Governor with disability
policy choices.

0 Government policy makers (at federal, state, and local levels): The Commission is
active in the development and review of policies that may affect the lives of people with
disabilities and their families.

Beneficiaries: The 127,082 persons with disabilitiesso and their families, providers and
the general public.

7) List all other relevant stakeholders who are impacted by the program
(customers, nonprofit organizations, industry). Please be as specific as possible.
The Governor, General Assembly, department and agency directors, people with
disabilities and their families, advocacy organizations and service providers.
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8) How is success for this program defined? What outcomes are you trying to
achieve?

0 Reduction of the number of bills passed that have a potential negative impact on
people with disabilities

0 And the number of bills passed that have a potential positive impact on persons with
disabilities.

0 The measure includes all bills that the Commission took a position. The measure is
related to the commission’s stated role of advocating for the concerns of all people with
disabilities, RIGL 42-51-6(a) & (b).

9) Are you currently collecting performance/outcome measurements for the
program?

Yes. The Commission tracks the following:

0 The # of bills the Legislation Committee review

o0 # of all bills the Commission/Legislation Committee took a position on

o0 # of all bills the Commission/Legislation Committee was successful

0 % of Total bills successfully disposed

10) Do you have a corrective action plan for program underperformance?

Yes, within available budgetary & personnel resources

11) How frequently do you review the metrics?

Annually

12) Do other governmental or non-governmental organizations or persons assist
with program development implementation or outcome assessment (e.g.,
technical guidance provided by the federal government, client information
received from non-profits, etc.). Please list them and their roles.

Yes, during the last week in July (around the anniversary of the signing of the Americans
with Disabilities Act — July 26w) the Commission and over 20 community organizations,
government and non-governmental agencies conduct a series of public forums on the
concerns of people with disabilities and their families to listen to the community and
develop plans to address those concerns during the next several years.

The 2011 public forum sponsors were:

Alliance for Better Long Term Care

Brain Injury Association of RI

Community Provider Network of RI

Corliss Institute

CranstonArc

East Bay Center, John P. Digits, Jr. Facility

Fellowship Health Resources

Frank Oleans Center

In-Sight

J. Arthur Trudeau Memorial Center

Looking Upwards, Inc.

Meeting Street School

National Federation of the Blind of RI

National Multiple Sclerosis Society, RI Chapter

Neighborhood Health Plan of RI

Newport County Community Mental Health Center, Inc.

Ocean State Center for Independent Living

O 0OO0OO0O0O0OO0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOoOOo

Page 3




Office of Rehabilitation Services/ RI Council on Assistive Technology
Opportunities Unlimited for People with Differing Abilities

PAL

Parents Support Network of RI

PARI Independent Living Center

Paul V. Sherlock Center on Disabilities @ RIC

Perspectives Corporation

Rhodes to Independence @ URI - College of Pharmacy

RI Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

RI Department of Health - Office of Special Health Care Needs

RI Developmental Disabilities Council @ URI

RI Disability Law Center

RI Disability Vote Project

RI Housing

RI Parent Information Network

RI Public Transit Authority

RI Rehabilitation Association

Training Thru Placement

O United Healthcare

13) How many FTEs are assigned to the program? (If an employee spends part of
his/her time on a program, please use decimals in the total FTE count.)
Advocacy FY 11 FY 12 FY 13

General Revenue 0.58 0.55 0.55

14) Do you use any contract employees for program management,
implementation or outcome assessment?

No

15) Are any FTEs or contractors federally funded, either partly or fully?

No

16) What is the estimated budget for the program, as of the FY 11 supplemental?
How much of that amount, if any, comes from federal funds?

Advocacy FY 11 FY 12 FY 13

General Revenue $80,103 $70,324 $77,032

Restricted Receipts $9,108 $11,360 $9,543

17) Is the function similar to any other public function? In what way is it
different?

No

18) Can the process or function be accomplished in another way, or by another
party?

No

19) Does the process or function produce the result(s) originally intended? If not,
why not, or what would have to be done to make it produce those results?

Yes.

FY 2011 Achievements

Outcome of Commission’s Legislation enacted 3 of 11:

Expansion of the Sherlock (employee buy-in health care) Plan (H 5618 and S 0301)
Updating RI's Access Building Code to match the 2012 US Access Guidelines (H 5284
and S 0206)

O OO0 O0O0O0OO0OO0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0o0OOoOOo
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Repealing the annual reporting provisions of § 31-28-7.3 Disability parking
enforcement program (S 0207 and H-5300)

Outcome of legislative advocacy:

0 Reviewed 322 Acts and Budget Articles

0 Took Positions on 106 Acts and Budget Articles

0 Position Sustained on 61 Acts and Budget Articles, 58%

0 Position Rejected on 45 Acts and Budget Articles, -42%

FY 2011 Barriers Blocking Achievements

Legislature’s priorities; state & federal budgetary issues, staffing

FY 2012/13 Goals

Monitor and ensure implementation of this year’s enacted Sherlock Buy-In by the
statute’s deadlines

To enact the 2011 Commission’s legislation that was not enacted in 2011
To enact legislation coming from the 2011 Public Forums.

20) When was the process or function last examined or changed?
Annual operation reviews are conducted each September.

M

voting check off
graphic

MOTION: To approve the for FY2013-2014 operational plan as revised

to include:

e Measure the growth of Legislative Letter subscriber listserv,

e Break the Advocates listserv into separate topic listserves and
measure the growth in subscribers.

e Website page visits,

e Ask callers how they heard about the Commission,

e Track responses to the email blasts.

RC/JC passed unanimously

Insert graphic

4:10 Public Forums, Linda Ward, Chair

Purpose/Goal: To review the forum attendance, locations, times and decide if
changes are needed for next year.

Discussion: The 6 - 8 PM meetings were not well attended.
{For the next meeting provide the Committee the attendance count for each
locations}

calendar graphic

4:25 Agenda and Scheduling the Next Meeting, Linda Ward, Chair

Items to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda:
Create the Public Forum Workgroups

Next meeting will be on: Monday Sept. 24, 2012 3 - 4:30 PM

.}{é )
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alarm clock graphic

4:30 Adjournment, Linda Ward, Chair

M

voting check off
raphic

MOTION: To adjourn at :18 PM
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